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x-ist, like every year, hosts the solo exhibition presentation in the special project area besides the main booth at Contemporary Istanbul which will take place between September 14-17. This year, the exhibition entitled "Phantasmagoria" meets the audience in the special project area reserved for Erkut Terliksiz. 

ERKUT TERLİKSİZ @ CI’17

PHANTASMAGORIA

'Phantasmagoria' is known as a popular theatre genre in Germany and then in Europe at the end of the 1800s, which used semi-transparent scenes, fog and scary effects. The concept was treated in film, animation and games in the 20th and 21st century. The works of Erkut Terliksiz that he creates with scary creatures of subconsciousness and imagination hidden behind a colourful narrative meets the audience at Contemporary Istanbul for the first time.
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Erkut Terliksiz, From the Phantasmagoria Series, Mixed technique on canvas, 120 x 100 cm, 2017

Erkut Terliksiz, who addresses the concept of 'Phantasmagoria' known as the reflection of abstract concepts that are nonexistent or unproven, of all the scary beings such as hellhounds, ghosts, monsters and devils, and even of all the beliefs, legends and myths that feed fear, opens the doors of imagination to the infinity of subconsciousness. 

Presenting an experience on the diversity and multidimensionality of what the human brain can create, even by feeding the feeling of fear, the artist states the following: "I was influenced by Dante's ‘Divine Comedy’ when using these type of elements that seem to be real but are abstract in fact. By considering Dante's religious references in the Divine Comedy as illusions in the phantasmagoria, I emphasized that the equivalents of these illusions imposed on people exist in the real world and that one experiences the apocalypse, the hell and one’s rebirth in this world again. Therefore, in this exhibition where I gravitated to supernatural illusions and gathered my works under three approaches, namely, apocalypse, hell and rebirth, I concentrated on works which experience the variability shown by the audience’s interpretation according to one’s beliefs, memory, past and imagination.
ERKUT TERLİKSİZ I Adana, 1978
Erkut Terliksiz is a Turkish designer and an artist based in Istanbul. He graduated from Mimar Sinan University, Fine Arts Faculty, Department of Graphic Design in 2002. The artist, who took place in several group exhibitions in Australia, England, Spain and Germany, exhibited his work in x-ist for the first time in the group show “Intersection I” (2005). “Debut” (2007), “Till We Meet Again” (2010), “Nothing Personal” (2012) and “Hunger” (2014) were his following solo shows at x-ist. In 2015, he also had a solo exhibition in Cermodern titled “Monster Tamer” (Ankara).

Terliksiz’s works were displayed in the group shows “Thanks for Sharing” (Leipzig, Germany, 2010), “Confessions of Dangerous Minds” (Saatchi Gallery, London, 2011), “Happy Medium” (Nancy Victor Gallery, London, 2012), “The Feeling of Happiness” (Homa Art Gallery, Tehran, 2014), “x-tension” (Office 4200, Bursa, 2015), “MUD” (Galerie Wolfsen, Denmark, 2016), “SOMMER Gruppeudstilling”, (Galerie Wolfsen, Denmark, 2017), “GIFC Worldwide Tour”,  (Athens, Oslo, Copenhagen, Vancouver, LA, 2017)  “#GaiaOnPaper” (Gaia Gallery, Istanbul, 2015) and “Variations on An Andalusian Dog” (x-ist, 2015).

Among the international art fairs Terliksiz participated are Art Fair Cologne’06 (Germany, 2006), Contemporary Istanbul 06, 07, 09, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15& 16, CIGE 2008- China International Gallery Exposition (Beijing, China), St-art 2009 (14th European Contemporary Art Fair, Strasbourg, France), Vienna Art Fair 2011, VIP Art Fair (2012), Art Dubai 2012, Scope Basel 2011 & 2012, and Art14 London, ArtInternational 2014 (Istanbul), Art Stage Singapore 2016. 

Terliksiz’s works are published in a range of magazines and books such as “in Slanted Magazine’s contemporary illustration almanac “Fresh 3” and Pictoplasma Berlin”.
For more detailed information, please consult Gözde Ulusoy from x-ist.
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