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Reaching the Stars,

200 x 155 cm, oil on canvas, 2009


















  NOCTURNAL


�Banu Birecikligil’s fourth exhibition“Nocturnal”, which will be shown at x-ist between 19 November-19 December, 2009,  is the artist’s journey to her deep interior, removing herself from the rules and influences  of the external world, a surreal night journey taking us between heaven and earth.


























�Banu Birecikligil's past shows have been a reflection of combined elements from her childhood, family pictures, images from newspapers, trying to come to grips with the real world. In her new show “Nocturnal”, the artist journeys to her deep interior, removing herself from the rules and influences of the external world, a surreal night journey taking us between heaven and earth.








This journey is not just a journey into the subconscious dream scape but a journey of maturation where the artist confronts or has chance to encounter with archaic creatures/symbols which are vital to her maturation allowing her to reach her potential as an artist. While cautiously collaborating with some of them, and she tames others, revealing her powers. During her contact with these creatures, she questions the unity and the disparity between them in essence; and the answers lead her to yet another level in self-discovery.





In Birecikligil’s work, we witness her love of animals due to their intrinsic natural (Nature) honesty. We also see her concerns about the future of humanity due to it's growing self-alienation. At the same time, she has a hope to reach the spirit shared by all creatures, “the stars”. In the end, she leaves the last word to time. 











Banu Birecikligil, Istanbul, 1970


Birecikligil graduated from Mimar Sinan University, Painting Department in 1995 and the Berlin Art University, Faculty of Fine Arts in 2000. After her first solo show in the European Patent Bureau (Berlin, 1999), she had three exhibitions in x-ist between 2005 and 2008, Flirting Behind the Front-lines, Eat Me… Protect Me and Lost Landscape. She participated in the 9th and 10th Istanbul Biennials, artfair06 Cologne (Cologne, 2006), Contemporary Istanbul 07 and 08, Made in Turkey (Frankfurt, 2008), “Possibilities, Perceptions and Speculations on Istanbul” (Istanbul, 2008) and group exhibitions such as the Apartment Project, Hafriyat and Sobe.











